Complex right subclavian artery dissection during diagnostic cardiac catheterization.
Vascular complications are important and unfortunate sequelae of cardiac catheterization. We report a case of complex right subclavian artery dissection following attempted diagnostic cardiac catheterization of a right internal mammary artery (RIMA) coronary bypass graft. Subsequent dissection of the right subclavian artery involved the origin of the right vertebral and internal mammary arteries, as well as producing critical right upper limb ischemia. The anatomy dictated that therapy consist of conservative management of the proximal dissection involving the vertebral artery and the RIMA graft origins, with endovascular stent deployment at the distal site of the vessel occlusion. This example reinforces the need for prompt diagnosis and management of vascular complications, and emphasizes the need for available, appropriate skills relevant to the peripheral vascular interventions.